BIG ANNOUNCEMENT!

December 7, 2006 - For Immediate Releasa

AAEC Receives $15,000 Challenge Grant

The Association of American Editorial Cartoonists has received
2 515,000 grant from the Challenge fund for journalism. The CF]'s
mission is to help journalism organizations increase their
fundraising ability and enlarge their base of individual donors. To
fulfill the terms of the grant, the AAEC must raise an additional
$15,000 in matching funds by May 31, 2007.

The grant comes at a time of transition for the 380-member
AALC, which was founded in 1957 as a pml'usﬁitm;\! society for
editorial cartoonists in the U.S., Canada and Mexico. For many ycars,
its chief activity was to hold an annual convention for its members,
but a generous gift from the Herb Block Foundation in 20¢ 14 enabled
it to ser up several programs to raise awareness of editorial
cartooning in schools, within the newspaper industry and among
the general public, In just the past few years, the AAEC has:

e Joined with Newspapers in Education to produce Cartoons for
the Classroom, 2 free, bi-weekly series of lesson plans based on
political cartoons.

» Completely redesigned its website to give the public access to a
growing collection of over 26,000 cartoons, as well as biographies
of their creators, reprint information and other features.

e Created a nonprofit grganization, the Editorial Cartooning
[nitiative, to run its educational programs and collect tax-deductible
gifts to support them.

¢ Launched a membership drive o coincide with its 50th
anniversary in 200 )7.

By meeting the $15,000 goal of Challenge Fund for Journalism
grant, the AAEC hopes to gain the fundraising skills Lo support and
expand these educational programs. The campaign is being
conducted by a volunteer committee led by former AAEC president
Clay Bennetl, current Secretary-Treasurer Cullum Rogers and
General Manager Elissa Dovle. Their immediate project is to have a
system in place by the end of 2006 to receive online donations
through the AAEC website.

More information about the CF] grant, Cartoons for the
(‘lassroom, and other AAEC activities can be found at www. editorial
cartoonists.com, or by contacting Elissa Dovle at (717) 703-3069 or
aaecipa-news.org.

The CF] is a collaboration of the Ford Foundation, the Ethics
and Excellence in Journalism Foundation and the Johns. and James
L. Knight Foundation. Since its founding in 2002, it has given 51.8
million to 32 journalism organizations, which have collectively
raised an additional 52.8 million in matching funds.

Contact: Elissa Doyle: (717) 703-3069, aaec @ pa-news.ong
v, Cullum Rogers: (918) 493-2620, verogers @ne.rr.com
Clay Bennett: (617) 450-2427, daybannertﬁ.‘rearlhlmh.nm
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